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Convergence Towards the Learning Society? 

Selected Social and Political Challenges

Third Workshop, Sofia, 17-18 June 2002

Call for Papers

During 17-18 June 2002 the 5FP thematic network “EURONE&T” will hold its third workshop tentatively planned in Sofia. With respect to the overall tasks and aims of the thematic network the upcoming workshop will mainly focus on 

· Convergence and divergence of national systems and learning related policies

· Challenges for learning related policies arising from risks of social exclusion in integrating and enlarging Europe 

We would like to invite researchers (partners of this thematic network or other colleagues) to contribute to the workshop in form of a presentation and a written paper at the Sofia workshop. In accordance with the general work programme, you will find a “List of working titles for papers”. Each is followed by a short outline of questions that we consider crucial in the respective context, but these are of course open for discussion, extension, and reformulation by the proponents.

Presentations should last a maximum of 20-30 minutes, with ensuing discussion and comments for the written version. Papers produced for the network are supposed to report about and evaluate existing political and scientific documents. They are also supposed to be “transnational” in nature, i.e. to transcend single country perspectives and tackle the “broad picture”. Papers are thus expected to address the questions formulated below while taking a transnational perspective. Ideally papers would be co-authored by authors from different countries, and in their written form – to be inserted in our final products – correspond to approximately 15-20 pages. 

The deadline for submitting proposals is 15 April 2002, and proposals will be reviewed until 25 April. Papers by invited partners or external researchers, upon their approval shall be financed with € 2.000,- each, based on a contract and to be paid upon submission of the paper. In case of co-authorship one author acts as the contractual partner, and is responsible for agreement with the second/third author. Travel and accommodations costs shall be reimbursed for those authors who will be presenting the paper in Sofia. (Papers by and travel costs for EURONE&T core partners are funded through their own budget.)

If you would like to contribute to one of the outlined topics, please send your proposal (short exposé or abstract) to both of the following addresses: 

Baumgartl@europe.com and strietska@nvf.cz (or oli@nvf.cz ) 

(copy to dweidemann@uni-bremen.de)

List of Working Titles for Papers

Session 1: Challenges for the EU and EU policy implementation

Paper 1: 

EU Developments: Living up to Lisbon, LLL and the Europe of Knowledge 

Commented literature and policy documents review, based on short reports from partners in different countries (EURONE&T partners or others). Exemplary issues are: Was there a national action as a follow-up to implement the policy goals agreed in Lisbon? What is the position of different member states towards the Lisbon objectives (foreriders or laggers)? What are the results and the impact of the Memorandum on LLL? What was the responsiveness of the member states and pre-accession countries? Which steps would be necessary to realise the vision of a Europe of Knowledge? Which are likely enablers and opportunities for its realisation? Which barriers or obstacles do exist? 

Paper 2: Towards a learning society (LS) - perspective of transition countries 

Some meta-reflections on the contexts and issues related to the concept of the LS should be discussed. The paper should follow the discussion started at the Athens workshop, tackling in particular specific issues that arise in the context of transition. Which are the challenges to implementation of the LS with regard to socio-economic context of the countries, other barriers to LS policies in these countries, challenges and opportunities of the pre-accession phase and the EU accession, policy reactions (or policy vacuum?).

Session 2: Challenges for learning related policies arising from risks of social exclusion in integrating and enlarging Europe
Paper 3: Challenges for learning related policies arising from risks of social exclusion from the perspective of pre-accession countries

This paper covers the perspective of the countries in transition (as additional to another presentation on the general issue of social exclusion in learning economy). The paper should tackle in particular advantageous/disadvantageous situations in transition countries, common specificity and divergence of these countries with regard to the topic, specific risk factors that arise from the transition and accession, learning-related policies' response, barriers, failures. 

Which are the respective accounting systems (education, welfare, etc.)? Which socio-economic environment emerges (e.g. social costs of transition and EU accession as risks of social exclusion)? How did the political and cultural environments change, and how will they develop? 

Session 3: Convergence and divergence of systems

Paper 4: Transparency and recognition of qualifications

Challenges from the context of integration and accession (e.g. mobility of labour). The paper should take into account both the perspective of the member states and the accession countries. 

Which interventions exist? What are the requirements of the acqui? At what level? Directed at which policy fields or fields of practice? What is the rationale behind intervention strategies? What is the assumed causal effect? How does the EU evaluate the success of their interventions? And what are evaluation criteria?

Paper 5: The “Common Educational Space”

The paper should focus on the specific challenges from the context of integration and accession, e.g.: 

· up-skilling, mobility of students and labour, skills and competitiveness;

· internationalisation of education; 

· “learning” and “learning society” in European higher education;

· Bologna process, Salamanca, Prague approach, etc.;

· quality in mobility: quality assurance of learning across Europe (policies, requirements, standards, measures); 

· preparedness of the societies in the current and future member states to introduce credit transfer systems, recognition of prior learning and other systemic measures. 

The paper should take into account both the perspective of the member states and the accession countries, and should cover the overall education systems, i.e. avoiding concentrating at only one segment of education (e.g. higher education).

Which interventions exist? At what scale (e.g. in terms of funding)? Directed at which policy fields or fields of practice?

What is the rationale behind intervention strategies? What is the assumed causal effect? 

How does the EU evaluate the success of their interventions? And what are evaluation criteria?

Topics 4 and 5 can be also covered separately in two papers for the transition countries and the EU member states (subject to consultation). It is, however, desirable to cover the topics in an integrated way for both member states and the accession countries.
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