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Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to introduce the concept of  Evidence-influenced policy and practice as a pragmatic approach to the evaluation of the operational impact of EU policies on the Learning Society on member states and candidate countries.  No assumption is made about the relative degrees of “progress” towards the stated goals, nor  in the “readiness” of candidate countries.

The paper will outline the methodology involved through a critical review of the relevant literature and propose some directions in which this approach may complement existing approaches, methodologies and tools. 

This approach, uses the best social science tools to go beyond the deepening of our understanding of human affairs by making a significant difference to those who are affected by the processes of learning through the provision of evidence based examples of success.  In particular, it is often necessary to focus on apparently anomalous results, especially when seeking such practical outcomes as the incorporation of some 10 candidates countries within the EU in a relatively short period.  For example, the acquisition of qualifications is seen as a desirable goal for both individuals, regions and countries.  In practice, however, a more robust measure of “lifelong learning” may be focus on how individuals develop their own knowledge and understanding through a personally meaningful self-managed process.  

In general, it will be argued that the understanding of the Learning Society depends on the identification of “what works”  by moving from an “acquisition” metaphor to a “participation” metaphor. 
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